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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Sept. 10    SBCS Board Meeting, 6:30 PM 
Sept. 12    Back to School Night, Grades                   

Pre-K-6, 6:00 PM 
Sept. 19    8th Grade Parent Meeting, 6:00 PM 
Sept. 26   7th Grade Parent Meeting, 6:00 PM  
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Hello SBCS Trailblazers and Families, 

 Welcome to a new year at Southwest Baltimore 
Charter School!   

Tuesday was such an exciting day as we 
welcomed our entire SBCS family back into the 
building. I was thrilled to see our doors open for 
the new school year, for the opportunity to 
welcome all our Trailblazers and their families 
and to kick off what I know will be a successful 
school year, filled with joy and learning. 

 This past summer, our teachers, secretaries, 
nurses, custodians, and other critical support 
staff worked diligently to make SBCS welcoming 
and cheerful for our children. Kudos to them. 

 Our skilled, highly qualified and devoted staff is 
just as excited as I am to welcome our 
Trailblazers back to school. They are very 
enthusiastic and dedicated to meeting the 
individual needs of each and every student, and 
as a result, they have thought about, researched, 
planned and ultimately created lessons and 
activities that will engage our students in 
meaningful learning that will motivate them to 
be, according to our school’s vision…  Thinkers 
ready to navigate our world. 

 At SBCS, the parents, teachers, and support staff 
are all part of a unified family working hard to  

 

ensure the safety and well-being of all children, 
while providing them with a challenging and 
rewarding educational experience. As parents, 
you play an integral role in the education of your 
child. Your involvement in your child’s education 
will help him/her achieve more success and 
have a positive outlook on school.  Please be sure 
to read the monthly newsletters and calendars 
that are sent home with your children as well as 
posted on our school’s website.  Get to know 
your child’s teacher and stay updated on 
classroom and school events.  Visitors are always 
welcome at SBCS.  When visiting, please enter 
through the main doors and obtain a visitor's 
pass in the office. 

 I look forward to sharing this upcoming school 
year with you and your children and can’t wait to 
see the excellence that we will produce together. 

 Thank you for entrusting us to nurture, 
encourage, challenge, and enjoy your precious 
ones as we embark on the 2019-2020 school year 
together!  

 Here’s to an AWESOME new school year.   

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Iffeisha Gordon-Toppin, Principal 
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PRE-K UPDATE 

 
School has begun and we are so excited! We 
have started to play in centers, get to know each 
other and are beginning our literacy games. 
Please send a change of clothes and blanket in 
your child’s backpack everyday! Also, we are 
looking for donations of Clorox wipes, baby 
wipes, tissues and paper towels. Be on the 
lookout for a snack letter. Thank you! 
 
KINDERGARTEN UPDATE 

 
Kindergarten would like to welcome our new 
families to the SBCS Community! We are excited 
for a year full of growth and adventures.  
 
 

Kindergarten is already hard at work learning 
about school. We are practicing the routines of 
the classroom, and how to use tools to help us 
learn. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please feel free to reach out to your scholar’s 
crew leader. Both teachers will be using the 
Remind app this year, which will be discussed at 
Back to School Night. We hope to see you then! 
 
1ST GRADE UPDATE 

 
First graders are off to a great start! We’re 
looking forward to seeing everyone at back to 
school night! 
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2ND GRADE UPDATE 

 
Second graders started the year with lots of 
games and practice with our Read to Self center. 
We are excited to see everybody at Back to 
School Night this week! 
 
3RD GRADE UPDATE 

 
Third grade has been focusing on building our 
collaboration and community through initiatives 
like this one while also getting to know 
schoolwide norms and HofS (Habits of  
Scholarship). We look forward to meeting more 
families at Back to School Night! 
 
 
 

4TH GRADE UPDATE 
Welcome to the 2019-20 school year! Ms. Kelli 
and Ms. Stacey are very excited to be working 
with your children this year. We are spending 
the next few weeks bonding and becoming an 
amazing crew! See you all at Back to School 
Night! 

 
 
5TH AND 6TH GRADES UPDATE 
Welcome to the newly departmentalized 
5th/6th grade! There are new teachers, new 
expedition topics, and new structures. We are 
excited to launch this new year with you! 

 
Mr. Michaels, Ms. June, Mr. Zaman, and Ms. Kaitlin 
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7TH AND 8TH GRADES UPDATE 
Welcome back to the 2019-2020 School Year. We 
are excited to welcome our 8th graders back and 
to officially meet our 7th graders. We have had 
an amazing start to the year with many moments 
of fun and learning. We are really digging into 
what it means to be Crew by living the motto, 
“We are Crew, not passengers!”.  

 
Back Row: Mr. Smith, Mrs. Proctor   
Front Row: Ms. Jessi, Ms. Green, Ms. Herceg, Ms. Shaw, Ms. Aarons  

 
CULTURAL ARTS UPDATES 
Middle Grades Fitness and Adventure: 
Hello all, I am Ms. M and I am ecstatic about 
being a part of the SBCS community. Let’s make 
this a great year! Trimester 1 will focus on 
Speedball, an action packed sport that includes a 
combination of four different sports: soccer, 
basketball, rugby and football. Students will learn 
the fundamental skills involved in the sport and, 
like all professional athletes, we will be tracking 
our performance and analyzing data to chart our 
growth. Please come to class on time, prepared 
with sneakers, a water bottle, good 
sportsmanship and a willingness to try your best.  
Each student will have their own folder that will 
be kept in the gym.  Students will be assessed on  
 
 

learning targets both daily and throughout the 
unit. Looking forward to a great year! 
 
Elementary Grades Fitness and Adventure: 
Hi SBCS! I’m Miss S and am so excited to be 
working with your children this year as the Pre 
K-3rd Grade Fitness and Adventure teacher. I am 
grateful to encourage their learning through 
connections with their natural world; using 
concepts such as fitness and wellness, yoga, 
nutrition, art, reading writing math and so much 
more! I look forward to watching them 
learn...and to continue learning from them as 
well. Peace to all.   
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Elementary Grades Art: 
Hey! I’m Ms. Jes, and I am the elementary art 
teacher! Students are getting to know the art 
room and reflecting about how they feel about 
the new school year. We are working on facial 
expression and reflection in order to show how 
we feel in a self portrait ! Soon we will transition 
to imagery, and then begin our expeditions !!!!!  
Peace !  
-Ms.Jes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Middle Grades Art: 
SBCS young artist practice meeting the 
expectations of studio time 

 
 
Middle Grades Dance: 
Dance is getting off to a great start. I’m thankful 
to all the parents and guardians that are helping 
kids remember to bring their clothes and to 4th 
and 5th grade for being enthusiastic about their 
new class. Let’s celebrate the 7th and 8th grade 
classes for being fully prepared. Let’s keep it up!! 
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READ-A-BOOK DAY 
Friday, September 6th was National Read-A-Book 
Day! In the Library, visitors toured the library, 
listened to stories, spun the Wheel-O-Genres, 
and left with free books! 

 
 
SOWEBO 5K 
Please join us on Sunday, October 6th at 9:00 AM 
at Union Square for the Sowebo Landmark 5K 
race that benefits SBCS!  All participants 18 and 
under run or walk for free!  Register here: 
https://runsignup.com/Race/MD/Baltimore/s
owebolandmark5K?remMeAttempt= 
 
OUR NEW SIGN 
Thank you to Southwest Partnership for the 
grant that has allowed us to put our name 
prominently on the building!  We are so grateful. 

 
 

 

SUPPORT SBCS 
If you purchase items from Amazon, please start 
at our website, www.sbcschool.org.  On the 
bottom of the homepage, click on the Amazon 
link.  We will then receive funds equal to 0.5% of 
your purchase price!  

 If you shop at Giant Food, please register for A+ 
School Rewards so that SBCS can earn cash 
through the Rewards Program.   All you have to 
do is log on to www.giantfood.com/aplus to 
register online using your Giant Card.  Our 
school ID is 05598.  Thanks! 

 SOCIAL MEDIA 
Connect with us on Facebook at Southwest 
Baltimore Charter School and follow us on 
Instagram at Sbcschool and keep up to date on 
SBCS news through our website at 
www.sbcschool.org.  

EARLY DISMISSAL 

If you need to pick your child up for early 
dismissal, please send a written request with 
your child.  Elementary Grades children will not 
be released between 2:30 and 3:00, and Middle 
Grades children will not be released between 
3:00 and 3:30, unless they bring in a written 
request that morning.  Teachers will not release 
your child to you if they do not have an Early 
Release Pass from the Main Office. 

 COUNSELING SERVICES 

We have a variety of counseling services at the 
school.  If you feel that your child needs social-
emotional support, please contact the school at 
443-984-3385. 

 SBCS INC. BOARD MEETINGS 

SBCS, Inc. board meetings are held six times 
yearly, usually on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
at 6:30 PM.  They are open to the public.  Please 

https://runsignup.com/Race/MD/Baltimore/sowebolandmark5K?remMeAttempt=
https://runsignup.com/Race/MD/Baltimore/sowebolandmark5K?remMeAttempt=
http://www.sbcschool.org/
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http://www.giantfood.com/aplus
http://www.giantfood.com/aplus
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http://www.sbcschool.org/
http://www.sbcschool.org/
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check the calendar in this newsletter or at 
sbcschool.org for applicable dates.   

 
 

  

  

 


