
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Oct. 3 1st Grade to the Baltimore Harbor 
Oct. 4 Kindergarten to Port Discovery 
Oct. 6 Sowebo Landmark 5K Race 
Oct. 11 School-Wide Meeting, 9:00 AM 
Oct. 16Pre-K to Clarks Elioak Farm 
Oct. 17-18  School closed for Professional 
Development 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear SBCS Families and Community members,  

We are off to an amazing start to the school year 
and I would like to thank the entire school 
community for their support thus far. A great big 
THANK YOU to everyone for coming out to our 
Back-to-School Nights on September 18th, 19thand 
26th. We had a great turn out on all three nights and 
parent engagement was at an all-time high. 

As we settle into October, teaching and learning is 
in full swing. Teachers have completed their 
pre-assessments and our first round of MAP 
Testing is coming to a close. Teachers and students 
are currently discussing their MAP data and setting 
growth goals individually and collectively. Students 
should be able to discuss their data and share their 
goals with you.  

Below are some of the policies and procedures as a 
reminder. If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact me at 443-984-3385 at your 
convenience.  

The start of our instructional school day is 8:15 a.m. 
(Elementary Grades) and 8:30 a.m. (Middle Grades) 
and we dismiss at 3:00 p.m. (Elementary Grades) 
and 3:30 p.m. (Middle Grades).  

Attendance at school is very important. When 
students arrive late or are picked up before 
dismissal, teaching and learning are disrupted. 
Children who are late to school must report to the 

office before going to class. We urge you to make 
every effort to have your child at school on time 
each day so that your child has a good beginning to 
his/her day. When students are late, it disrupts the 
class as well as causing the tardy student to miss 
specific directions for the day.  

Parents are always welcome at SBCS, but all 
visitors to the school MUST report to the main 
office and sign-in to receive a visitor’s pass before 
going to any part of the building.  

Once I again I would like to thank you for being a 
part of the Southwest Baltimore Charter School 
Family! If I can be of any service to you, feel free to 
contact me.  
Iffeisha Gordon-Toppin, 
Principal  

PRE-K UPDATE 
We are working on beginning our letter learning 
in small groups. Our centers are up and running 
to represent a household. We still need many 
donations. Please refer to the facebook post for 
our requests. Also we are sending home a snack 
letter so please check to make sure you can 
bring a snack for the week you are assigned. Also 
please make sure that you return the field trip 
permission slip and money ASAP. Money is due 
by October 14. Friendly reminder: please send a 
labeled change of clothes in your child's 
backpack that they can put on themselves. 
Thanks for your support! 

 



KINDERGARTEN UPDATE 

 
Kindergarten is hard at work learning how to 
follow norms and routines. During Expedition we 
are working on learning how to play with our 
crew members and solve problems that may 
happen when we are playing. This month we will 
also be going on our first fieldwork of the year! 
We are all very excited to put everything we have 
learned during Expedition into practice at Port 
Discovery! 
 
1ST GRADE UPDATE 

 
First graders have kicked off our fall expedition- 
all about mapping and Baltimore! Most recently, 
we’ve been exploring from a birds-eye-view. 
 

2ND GRADE UPDATE 
Second grade is continuing to build strong 
relationships in Crew and model the HofS during 
team challenges.   

 
3RD GRADE UPDATE 
Third grade has continued to build relationships, 
practice HofS, and use collaboration to help us 
succeed at initiatives like this tower challenge 
and at our academic goals as we dive into the 
curricula. 

 
 
4TH GRADE UPDATE 
4th grade will begin to discover the world of 
poetry in our expedition. We will start with 
reading the work of other poets and then start to 
write our own. 
 
 
 



5TH AND 6TH GRADES UPDATE 
6th grade Crew boys join together to enjoy 
games. One of the initiatives they engage in to 
practice their Learning Target of, "I can build 
healthy relationships with my crew members and 
community.  

 
 
7TH AND 8TH GRADES UPDATE 
The 7th and 8th grade team sends out a weekly 
update on Sundays. If you aren’t signed up for 
this email, please send an email with your 
information to mrsproctor.literacy@gmail.com. 
 
Thank You!! We would like to thank all of the 
families that attended the 7th and 8th 
grade-specific Back to School Nights.  We had a 
great turn out for both events and appreciate the 
chance to work with all of the parents and 
caregivers of our students.  You are your child’s 
first teacher and communication between us is 
key to your child’s success in their school career.   
 
In Humanities class, Students will choose a 
character and travel with them through history 
as they learn about the Silk Road the network of 
trade routes that connected China and the Far 
East with the Middle East and Europe.  When in 
Science, students are studying the Plague (Black 
Death) and diseases. A major focus in the 
Literacy classroom is vocabulary which increases 
your ability to read and understand texts. 
Students are studying Wordly Wise to increase 
their vocabulary and are working on creating 
Life Books.  Math is focusing on the Real Number 
System, converting fractions and decimals, and 
solving word problems.   
 

SBCS has a Debate Club this year!  Please 
encourage your child to become a member. 
Email Mr. Smith at sbcshumanities@gmail.com 
for more information about this great 
experience.  
 
CULTURAL ARTS UPDATES 
Elementary Grades Art:  
Elementary art is discovering that words aren’t 
the only thing you can read! 
Students were asked to investigate imagery with 
their groups and then tell us what’s going on 
based on the pictures in front of them! They’re 
reading like artists! 

 
 
 
Middle Grades Fitness and Adventure:  

 
Speedball and fitness have finally begun! 
Students ran the Fitnessgram Pacer Test and 



then had the opportunity to reflect on their 
performance and goals.  
 
Middle Grades Art: 

 
4th through 8th grade have started our 
investigation units for the trimester! 4h grade 
will be studying the artist Kehinde Wiley 
5th and 6th grade will be exploring the art and 
culture of Ancient Egypt.  
7th and 8th grade will be exploring and creating 
street art. 
 

Middle Grades Dance:

 
Dance has been focused on using movement to 
communicate meaning, traveling across the floor 
and executing a high quality floor warm up. 
Some of our students need some reminders to 
dress for dance Monday- Thursday, especially 
our 4th and 5th graders. If students want to leave 
extra clothes in the dance room they can do that.  
 
FROM THE COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
COORDINATOR 
I am very excited to be joining the Southwest 
Baltimore Charter School family as your 
community school coordinator. I am filled with 
joy and excitement everyday as I enter the 
school building and see our students, families 
and the Trailblazer team. I appreciate the African 
proverb, also known as Ubuntu, “I am because 
we are, and because we are therefore I am.” It is 
a daily reminder that it takes all of us, and we all 
have something to contribute. As your 
Community School Coordinator, I am here to be 



a liaison and support to our students, families, 
school and the community overall. I am very 
much looking forward to building and cultivating 
deeper relationships with all of you as we 
increase our impact as a school community. 
Tanay Harris 
 

 
SOWEBO 5K 
Please join us on Sunday, October 6th at 9:00 AM 
at Union Square for the Sowebo Landmark 5K 
race that benefits SBCS!  All participants 18 and 
under run or walk for free!  Register here: 
https://runsignup.com/Race/MD/Baltimore/s
owebolandmark5K?remMeAttempt= 

SUPPORT SBCS 

If you purchase items from Amazon, please start 
at our website, www.sbcschool.org.  On the 
bottom of the homepage, click on the Amazon 
link.  We will then receive funds equal to 0.5% of 
your purchase price!  

 If you shop at Giant Food, please register for A+ 
School Rewards so that SBCS can earn cash 
through the Rewards Program.   All you have to 
do is log on to www.giantfood.com/aplus to 
register online using your Giant Card.  Our 
school ID is 05598.  Thanks! 

 SOCIAL MEDIA 

Connect with us on Facebook at Southwest 
Baltimore Charter School and follow us on 
Instagram at Sbcschool and keep up to date on 

SBCS news through our website at 
www.sbcschool.org.  

EARLY DISMISSAL 

If you need to pick your child up for early 
dismissal, please send a written request with 
your child.  Elementary Grades children will not 
be released between 2:30 and 3:00, and Middle 
Grades children will not be released between 
3:00 and 3:30, unless they bring in a written 
request that morning.  Teachers will not release 
your child to you if they do not have an Early 
Release Pass from the Main Office. 

 COUNSELING SERVICES 

We have a variety of counseling services at the 
school.  If you feel that your child needs 
social-emotional support, please contact the 
school at 443-984-3385. 

 SBCS INC. BOARD MEETINGS 

SBCS, Inc. board meetings are held six times 
yearly, usually on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
at 6:30 PM.  They are open to the public.  Please 
check the calendar in this newsletter or at 
sbcschool.org for applicable dates.  
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