
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Dec. 3 Baltimore Bards After-School Program 
Begins 
Dec. 5 LiD STEAM Family Night Showcase, 5:30 
PM 
Dec. 6 Young Business Expo 
Dec. 10  7th/8th Grade Art Students to Graffiti 
Alley 
Dec. 16-20, Book Fair 
Dec. 16-20, Spirit Week 
Dec. 20, Culminating Event, 9:00 AM-Noon 
Dec. 23-Jan. 1, Winter Break 
Jan. 2, School Resumes  
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Friends of 
Southwest Baltimore Charter School:  
Welcome to the month of December! It is 
officially Winter. 
As I write this article, it is enthralling to believe 
that first trimester is nearly completed, and we 
are immersed in the winter season of events 
here at SBCS.  At this point, our students are 
deeply involved in schoolwork, are participating 
in a variety of co-curricular activities, and are 
preparing for our first Culminating Event of the 
2019-2020 school year which will be held on 
December 20, 2019. 
This month is surely one of the most exciting 
months of the year for most of our kids. It is the 
holiday season, and this is a fitting time for all of 
us to teach our children to be thankful and show 
them the value of generosity and kindness.  
This is also one of the months that we have 
several days out of school. Parents can use this 
time to bond more with their kids as well as to 
continue helping them in their learning. There 
are a lot of fun ways that you can support your 
kids literacy and math skills. You can read with 
your kids or share wonderful stories with each 

other. You can use a number and measurements 
when you prepare ingredients to cook your 
favorite dish. You can also drop by your child’s 
classroom or the school library and ask for books 
that your child can take home during the 
holidays. You may encourage your children to 
practice writing “Thank-you” notes to their 
family members and friends. You can let your 
children keep a journal and let them write what 
they are grateful for each day. Again, the best 
way to teach our kids is by example.  
In an expression of gratitude and leading by 
example, at SBCS we are thankful for the 
opportunities to impact young lives. Our 
students are the reason we’re here. Their 
learning and progress are the school’s mission. 
On that note I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank everyone: 

1. who attended Student Led Conferences 
in November.  We had a wonderful 
turnout and appreciate your interest in 
your student’s education and look 
forward to seeing you all at the next 
SLCs. 
2. who has volunteered time in our school 
so far this year, whether it be in the 
cafeteria, in a classroom, on a fieldwork 
experience, or at the front door during 
arrival and dismissal 
3. who has offered a kind word or smile 
to a member of our staff, we really 
appreciate the love 

Thank You all for your continued contributions 
to growth of our SBCS Family. 
In the spirit of the holidays- from our SBCS 
Family to yours- have a wonderful season filled 
with gratitude and cheer. 
With Gratitude, 
Iffeisha Gordon-Toppin 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRE-K UPDATE 

 
We had a great time on our field trip to Price 
Rite! Thank you to our parent volunteers who 
helped us to walk and kept us safe on the trip. 
Our classroom unit has switched from “Family” 
to “Grocery”. When you’re out with your child at 
the grocery store, please have them take a look 
at signs they see, roles people use and they way 
things work. We are working on our math game 
where we make collections and check our 
partner’s work. Also, please keep reading 
everyday!  
 
KINDERGARTEN UPDATE 

 

Kindergarten is hard at work learning! We are 
learning our letters and the sounds that they 
make. We are also listening for the sounds at the 
beginning and ending of words. Soon we will be 
using our letter sound knowledge to sound out 
words on our own! We are still learning about 
weather, and will begin writing a weather story 
very soon. We are also learning about groups of 
numbers and which group is greater or less than 
the other. Continue to read with your scholar 
every night and ask them questions about the 
story. We are thankful for your continued 
support and can’t wait to see you at Culminating 
Event on December 20th! 
 
1ST GRADE UPDATE 

 
First graders had a great time on our fieldwork 
to the B&O Railroad Museum! Thank you to our 
chaperones who have accompanied us on 
fieldwork so far this year.  
We will be wrapping up our study of 
transportation and Baltimore in December, and 
are excited to share our learning with you at 
Culminating Event on December 20th! 
 
 
 



2ND GRADE UPDATE 
 
 

Second graders have begun work on their final 
product of our Fossil Expedition. Students 
enjoyed analyzing fossils in the classroom and at 
the Smithsonian Natural History Museum last 
month.  
 
3RD GRADE UPDATE 

 
Third graders have been working to grow our 
research and note taking skills by researching 
human body systems as a whole group as well as 
in expert groups. Our notes will help us keep 
track of our learning for our final products and 
help us improve our writing stamina. Make sure 
your scholar is writing a lot at home, too! 
 
 
 

5TH AND 6TH GRADES UPDATE 

 
5th and 6th grade had an amazing visit to the 
Walters Art Museum where we were able to 
learn more about Ancient Egypt and create real 
Hieroglyphics on papyrus paper. We even got to 
see a real life mummy! Thanks again to all our 
chaperones and volunteers who helped to make 
this trip such a success.  
  
7TH AND 8TH GRADES UPDATE

 
8th Graders at the University of Maryland Baltimore 

The 7th and 8th grade have been hard at work in 
all of their classes. We look forward to seeing 
you at Culminating Event on December 20th! 
Science class will present at 9:00am, Humanities 
at 9:30am, Literacy’s Slam Poetry competition 
will be at 10:00am. Math work will be displayed 
throughout. 



The High School Choice Fair is December 7th at 
the Civic Center. We encourage all 7th and 8th 
grade families to attend to learn about the 
different opportunities for high school. 
 
CULTURAL ARTS UPDATES 
Elementary Grades Art:  
PreK is celebrating Fall with Fall leaf details!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kindergarten investigated the Spring time by 
making it rain, then growing flowers on their 
trees. “April showers bring May flowers” 

 
 
 
 
1st grade is finishing up their final details on their 
row houses to match their design!  

 
 
 
 



 
Middle Grades Fitness and Adventure:  
Utilizing lead up games to improve Speedball 
skills and strategies! 

 
 
Middle Grades Art: 

 
In 7th and 8th Grade art, we wrote and typed up 
artist statements. They will be on display during 
Culminating Event.  

 
In 5th and 6th grade we casted our faces as the 
foundation for our masks. Our final products will 
be presented for Culminating Event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Middle Grades Dance:   
Let’s take it to the stage. The 4th and 6th grade 
students did a wonderful job dancing in the 
school wide meeting last Friday. We are 
preparing to move our rehearsals to the 
auditorium so we can practice in the space, 
which is an exciting step for the kids. 

 
Be More Dance Academy is launching soon!!! 
 
FROM THE COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
COORDINATOR 
It has been amazing working with our 
community school over the past three months. 
Working collectively and collaboratively has 
showed just how vast our resources and assets 
are. We are excited to be bringing new 
opportunities to support our students, families, 
staff and community. In the next few months, we 
will be rolling out some enrichment activities 
such as after-school programs, field work, 

speaker series, workshops and community 
building opportunities.  
 
I want to thank our staff and families, for your 
diligence in meeting the needs of our school 
community including parents who have donated 
clothing, food and other essential resources, to 
teachers and staff who have ensured our school 
community has what it needs to be successful. If 
you are interested in volunteering your time, 
please do not hesitate to contact us 
 
SUPPORT SBCS 
If you purchase items from Amazon, please start 
at our website, www.sbcschool.org.  On the 
bottom of the homepage, click on the Amazon 
link.  We will then receive funds equal to 0.5% of 
your purchase price!  

If you shop at Giant Food, please register for A+ 
School Rewards so that SBCS can earn cash 
through the Rewards Program.   All you have to 
do is log on to www.giantfood.com/aplus to 
register online using your Giant Card.  Our 
school ID is 05598.  Thanks! 

 SOCIAL MEDIA 
Connect with us on Facebook at Southwest 
Baltimore Charter School and follow us on 
Instagram at Sbcschool and keep up to date on 
SBCS news through our website at 
www.sbcschool.org.  

EARLY DISMISSAL 
If you need to pick your child up for early 
dismissal, please send a written request with 
your child.  Elementary Grades children will not 
be released between 2:30 and 3:00, and Middle 
Grades children will not be released between 
3:00 and 3:30, unless they bring in a written 
request that morning.  Teachers will not release 
your child to you if they do not have an Early 
Release Pass from the Main Office. 

 COUNSELING SERVICES 
We have a variety of counseling services at the 
school.  If you feel that your child needs 
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social-emotional support, please contact the 
school at 443-984-3385. 

 SBCS INC. BOARD MEETINGS 
SBCS, Inc. board meetings are held six times 
yearly, usually on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
at 6:30 PM.  They are open to the public.  Please 
check the calendar in this newsletter or at 
sbcschool.org for applicable dates.  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

   



 


