
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Feb. 3 - 7 Black Lives Matter at School Week 
Feb. 6 4th Grade to the Baltimore Museum of 

Art 
Feb. 14   Student Led Conferences (by  

appointment) 
Feb. 17   Presidents’ Day, School Closed  
Feb. 21   School-Wide Meeting, 9:00 AM 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear SBCS Families, 
 
Welcome to February.  It is difficult to believe 
that we are halfway through the school year.  I 
am sure that like me, you are hoping Spring is 
right around the corner and we will be able to 
open our windows and breathe some fresh warm 
air and enjoy longer days and more sunshine. 
February not only marks the halfway point of the 
school year; it is also Black History Month, or 
National African American History Month, an 
annual celebration of achievements by Black 
Americans and a time for recognizing the central 
role of African Americans in U.S. history. Since 
1976, every U.S. president has officially 
designated the month of February as Black 
History Month. Please continue to take the time 
to talk to our young Trailblazers about the past, 
the present and their future.  
 
As we move towards Spring, the winter weather 
has been getting increasingly worse. 
  
How to Find Out If Schools and Offices Are 
Closed 
All full-day closings and delays will be 
announced as close to 5 a.m. as possible. For 
early dismissals, announcements are made as 

soon as the decision is made.  You can use the 
following methods to find out about closures or 
delays:  

o   Follow @BaltCitySchools on Twitter.  
o   Like the City Schools Facebook page. 
o   Check City Schools and school 
websites.  
o   Watch local tv stations. 
o   Listen to local radio stations.  
o   Check the Baltimore Sun's school 
closing database.  

  
We appreciate the hard work and dedication of 
our parents, guardians, community members 
and staff in support of our students and greatly 
value every contribution made! 
  
Yours in education, 
Iffeisha Gordon-Toppin, Principal 
  
PRE-K UPDATE 

 
We have started our restaurant unit and things 
are going great! The picture you see above is of 
students in line to buy tickets and concessions 
and watching a movie in their cars.  
Please make sure that you have signed up for 
your SLC (Student Led Conference). We placed a 
sign up paper in every child’s folder last week. 
And a big thank you to all the parents and 
guardians who volunteered to help us chaperone 
the Aquarium trip! 
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KINDERGARTEN UPDATE 
Kindergarten is hard at work in literacy, math, 
and expedition. In literacy we are working on 
learning the sounds of letters, and how these 
sounds are used to make up words. We have 
been practicing sounding out words so that we 
can read on our own! Ask us to sound out short 
words with you while we are reading. In math we 
are working on adding numbers within 5. We are 
close to starting subtraction! Ask us simple 
addition problems so that we can practice our 
skills! In expedition we are learning about living 
and nonliving things. We are having discussions 
about what living things need to survive. We 
have also been observing plants and recording 
our observations in a research notebook. Ask us 
about what living things need to survive! 

 
 
1ST GRADE UPDATE

 
We have begun our second expedition, all about 
folk tales and the sun, moon, and stars! Ask your 
scholar to retell what you have read together 
using the beginning, middle, and end. In math, 

we are working on solving more complex 
addition and subtraction problems. In literacy, 
we’re moving into long vowels and vowels with r. 
Please keep working with your scholars on our 
weekly word lists and sight words! We look 
forward to sharing student progress with you at 
Student-Led Conferences on February 14th. 
 
2ND GRADE UPDATE  

 
Second grade has begun studying our new 
exciting Expedition : Black History Heroes. This 
will run into February and will educate our 
scholars about the characteristics of some of our 
leaders in Black History and what impact they 
made in their communities. In January, we went 
on field work to the Reginald F. Lewis African 
American Museum.  
In Math we are currently working on 
comprehending word problems and using key 



words and details to solve questions, while in 
Literacy we will be wrapping up our long and 
short vowel sounds. Please continue to ask your 
scholars about their learning at school and make 
a note of any questions or concerns that you 
may have for SLCs coming up!  
 
4TH GRADE UPDATE 
Fourth grade is working on animal defense 
mechanisms. We are learning different ways 
animals defend themselves against predators. 
We will be writing a fiction story about these 
animals as well as doing research and writing a 
nonfiction essay about them. 
 
5TH AND 6TH GRADES UPDATE 
In the month of February we are starting our 
unit on the American Civil Rights movement.  
Students will be learning about the historical 
significance of this event and the repercussions 
that we still feel today.  Towards the end of the 
month we will learn about the biographies of 
important Civil Rights leaders such as Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr, Rosa Parks, and Malcolm X.   
 
7TH AND 8TH GRADES UPDATE 
Important 8th Grade Information: In May, our 
8th Graders will be participating in a cultural 
immersion trip to New York City. Fundraising 
efforts are already underway to make that 
possible for all students who wish to participate. 
Please follow SBCS School on Instagram and 
Facebook 
 
Humanities: 7th and 8th Grade students will be 
working on research projects to participate in 
SBCS’ National History Day Competition. The 
theme for NHD this year is Breaking Barriers in 
History, and students will work to develop a 
research question, find and analyze high quality 
sources, and package that information into a 
compelling story about our shared history.  
 

We will have our very own National History Day 
Competition at SBCS on Friday, April 3, 2020. 
That event is open to the entire SBCS 
community and all are warmly welcome to 
attend! 
 
Science: This trimester in Science we are 
studying chemistry and physics: this involves 
many hands-on laboratory experiments. It is 
critical that students are present during 
experiments as many of them cannot be made 
up. Unexcused absences may result in a zero for 
a missing lab. 
 
Our after school Science Olympiad club will be in 
full swing in February preparing for our big 
competition at Morgan State University. We will 
meet every Wednesday from 3:40-5pm with 
some extra sessions some Tuesdays after school 
as well. Stay tuned to hear how our team does 
when we battle other Baltimore City Schools at 
the Maryland Science Olympiad on March 7th! 
 
Literacy: In Literacy, students will continue 
working within their literacy reading groups. All 
classes will continue to read Trevor Noah’s 
Autobiography - Born a Crime.  
 
Math: Prodigy - all students can child log on to 
their prodigy accounts and practice important 
math skills regularly. There are always practice 
problems loaded that adapt to where they are  
for that standard. All students have logged into 
their accounts and know their username and 
password. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pictures from 7th and 8th grades 

 
 
Elementary Grades Fitness and Adventure: 
Pre-K, Kindergarten and 1st grade are just 
beginning a unit on bowling. The benefits of 
bowling address mental and physical health. 
Also, bowling is a great social event that we can 
share with friends. 
 
2nd and 3rd grades are diving deeper into 
basketball by learning the rules and how the 
game is played. By the end of the trimester, our 
students will be better at ball handling, shooting 
and playing a game within the rules. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Middle Grades Fitness and Adventure:  
The Floor Hockey unit has officially begun! There 
has been a great deal of growth since the 
beginning of the trimester. Lead-up games will 
begin next week! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Middle Grades Art: Our investigation unit for 
the second trimester has begun.  This trimester 
our 4th through 8th grade artists will be 
analyzing art created by contemporary Black 
artists in order to create a piece inspired by their 
chosen artist.  Below is an image of our 5th grade 
artists sharing their notices, thoughts, questions, 
and interpretation during our BBK lesson. 
(Building Background Knowledge). 

         

      
 
Middle Grades Dance:  

 
 
Our students are studying hard and dancing 
hard in preparation for our Black History Month 

presentation.

 
  
Did you know that there’s an after school dance 
program at SBCS? Be More Dance Academy 
offers ballet and modern dance  training for 
students age 4–14. See the link for more info and 
to register.  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLS
d7S5RUhTtHAzoqplrTzJs0Pd5qW2WaHJ_sjt7Gb
XXPuIslfA/viewform 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7S5RUhTtHAzoqplrTzJs0Pd5qW2WaHJ_sjt7GbXXPuIslfA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7S5RUhTtHAzoqplrTzJs0Pd5qW2WaHJ_sjt7GbXXPuIslfA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7S5RUhTtHAzoqplrTzJs0Pd5qW2WaHJ_sjt7GbXXPuIslfA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7S5RUhTtHAzoqplrTzJs0Pd5qW2WaHJ_sjt7GbXXPuIslfA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7S5RUhTtHAzoqplrTzJs0Pd5qW2WaHJ_sjt7GbXXPuIslfA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7S5RUhTtHAzoqplrTzJs0Pd5qW2WaHJ_sjt7GbXXPuIslfA/viewform


Elementary Grades Art: 
Kindergarten is using different types of line to 
express excitement !

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Khaliyah in first grade, is building her own 
stuffed animal that she designed! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2nd grade is learning all about the face in order 
to draw high-quality portraits! 

 
 
Jason in 4th grade is creating a car that he 
designed! 

 
 
From Our Community School Coordinator: 
“Relationships move at the speed of trust, and 
social change moves at the speed of 
relationships.” - Rev. Jennifer Bailey 
 

As I think about this quote, I think about the 
essential way to organize people and build long 
lasting relationships. We have entered into a new 
year and are halfway through the school year. It 
has been exciting cultivating deeper 
relationships within our community school, and 
throughout the Greater Baltimore area and 
beyond to ensure that our students are 
successful. We are finalizing our needs’ 
assessment and it will be the driving force 
behind our community school action plan. We 
want to thank our parents, staff, partners, and 
community members for devoting time to offer 
feedback and reflections to ensure we are 
centering your voices and being led as a 
collective body to ensure success for Southwest 
Baltimore Charter School. 
 
We have been grateful for our growing PTO, and 
the level of engagement from our families in 
their commitment to our school community. 
Parents and families have been showing up in 
many ways to support, from washing clothes, to 
providing snacks for our students, attending 
field trips, being awesome and loving to our 
students, fundraising, getting sponsors, greeting 
our students as they walk into the building and 
cultivating deeper relationships in the 
community to support our collective efforts. You 
all are a tremendous asset to the Southwest 
Baltimore Charter School. 
 
February is Black History Month, which is an 
opportunity for us to honor, study and reflect on 
the vast contributions of persons of African 
descent. When Carter G. Woodson started this 
special time, it was a week-long celebration to 
spend time centering all that we had learned 
throughout the year. It really is a clarion call for 
us to truly implement ways of knowing and 
understanding the deep thought and study of 
African American History and Contemporary 
times, while equally learning about global 
perspectives that help us be the best versions of 



ourselves. This work is embedded in our mission 
and values at Elev8 Baltimore, our Community 
School lead agency. 
 

 
 
February 3rd to 7th is Black Lives Matter at 
School Week. The goal of the Black Lives Matter 
at School Week of Action is to spark an ongoing 
movement of critical reflection and honest 
conversations in school communities for people 
of all ages to engage with critical issues of social 
justice. It is our duty as educators and 
community members to civically engage 
students and build their empathy, collaboration, 
and agency so they are able to thrive. Students 
must learn to examine, address, and grapple with 
issues of racism and discrimination that persist 
in their lives and communities. Let us all work 
diligently to ensure all our students have what 
they need to be deep thinkers, change makers 
and global citizens.  
 
SUPPORT SBCS 
If you purchase items from Amazon, please start 
at our website, www.sbcschool.org.  On the 
bottom of the homepage, click on the Amazon 
link.  We will then receive funds equal to 0.5% of 
your purchase price!  

If you shop at Giant Food, please register for A+ 
School Rewards so that SBCS can earn cash 
through the Rewards Program.   All you have to 
do is log on to www.giantfood.com/aplus to 
register online using your Giant Card.  Our 
school ID is 05598.  Thanks! 

 SOCIAL MEDIA 
Connect with us on Facebook at Southwest 
Baltimore Charter School and follow us on 
Instagram at Sbcschool and keep up to date on 
SBCS news through our website at 
www.sbcschool.org.  

EARLY DISMISSAL 
If you need to pick your child up for early 
dismissal, please send a written request with 
your child.  Elementary Grades children will not 
be released between 2:30 and 3:00, and Middle 
Grades children will not be released between 
3:00 and 3:30, unless they bring in a written 
request that morning.  Teachers will not release 
your child to you if they do not have an Early 
Release Pass from the Main Office. 

 COUNSELING SERVICES 
We have a variety of counseling services at the 
school.  If you feel that your child needs social-
emotional support, please contact the school at 
443-984-3385. 

 SBCS INC. BOARD MEETINGS 
SBCS, Inc. board meetings are held six times 
yearly, usually on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
at 6:30 PM.  They are open to the public.  Please 
check the calendar in this newsletter or at 
sbcschool.org for applicable dates.   
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